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The Coral Reef -

Typically, we might think of a

coral reef as a structure, but coral
reefs are actually extremely diverse and
complex underwater communities made
up of a myriad of plants and animals.
The corals themselves are tiny anima’
called polyps that belong to the san .
group as sea anemones andaiellyfish
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ral polyps feed on zooplankton
in the | cr and supplement their diet
with tiie nutrients provided by the
zooxanthellae. When the polyps are not
feeding they are retracted inside their
skeletons. This behavior helps protect
them from fishes that feed upon extended

polyps.

Coral reefs provide a substrate on
which algae, marine plants, and other
organisms may attach themselves and
further cement the reef. The reef also
provides crevices, caves and hiding places
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